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The Lewis and ClarK expedition left a camp near S1. Louis in 1804. Journeyed up the Missouri RIVer. and
crossed the Rocky Mountains. The explorers reached lhe Pacific coast in 1805. They retumed to Sf. louis in

1806 with valuable information about the new frontier.
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Sho ho e I dian
The Shoshone Indians, also known as the Snake
Nation, occupied areas both east and west of the
Rocky Mountains. Unlike the bands west of the
Rockies, which lived in roofless grass huts and
hunted fish, birds and rabbits, the Shoshones in
the east and north lived in tepees and hunted
buffalo.

Among the buffalo hunters were the Lemhi
Shoshones, who had once lived on the plains of
what is now Montana. The Lemhi band had
superb horsemen and brave warriors but had
grown poor and hungry of late. Their musket-
bearing enemies - the Blackfeet, Atsinas and
Hidatsas - had driven the band from the rich
buffalo plains into the mountains.

Page 1 of2

Shoshone elk hide showing a horseback
buffalo hunt

Their enemies had acquired muskets from Canadian fur traders, but the Shoshones
traded with the Spanish, who had refused to give them firearms. The Lemhi
Shoshones sought such weapons to protect themselves and to hunt.

The band's attempts to return to the plains and hunt buffalo put them at risk for
attacks like the one in the spring of 1805, when the Atsinas killed or captured
many Shoshone men, stole their horses and destroyed most of their tepees.

Because of the great losses they had suffered, the Shoshone men and women had
cut their hair at the neck in a show of mourning. But Meriwether Lewis later noted,
"Notwithstanding their extreem poverty they are not only cheerful but even gay,
fond of gaudy dress and amusements ..."

In August 1805, the Lemhi Shoshones were living in the mountains, sustained only
by roots, berries and, infrequently, fish and small game. They were preparing for
another buffalo-hunting venture to the plains.

On August 13, some Shoshone women gathering food a few miles from their
village saw four strangers drawing near. It was Lewis and three of his men.

Fearful at first, the women saw that the men were friendly after Lewis laid down
his gun, gave them trinkets and painted their faces with vermilion, a symbol of
peace. The women convinced an arriving war party of 60 Shoshones that the
strangers were friendly, and Lewis confirmed this with more gifts for the warriors,
including an American flag. The principle chief, named Cameahwait (One Who
Never Walks) welcomed Lewis and his men, and from that point the Shoshones
treated them as guests, sharing what food the Indians had and providing the men
with a tepee for their stay.
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Lewis and his men were the first white people the Shoshones had ever seen.

At camp, Cameahwait described to Lewis the impassable rivers and shores ahead,
confirming that no all-water route could take the Corps through to the Pacific
Ocean. They would have to traverse the daunting Bitterroot Mountains to continue
the expedition.

Horses would be crucial for such a mountainous trek, and the Corps hoped to
acquire some from the Shoshones' impressive herd of about 700. In the days
before Lewis had met the Indians, he had written, "If we do not find [the
Shoshones], I fear the successful issue of our voyage will be very doubtful."

Cameahwait and a group of warriors traveled with Lewis to join Clark's camp and
negotiate for horses.

Communicating via a translation chain, the Shoshones and the captains had begun
negotiating when a great coincidence occurred: Sacagawea, who was raised as a
Shoshone but had been kidnapped years earlier by Hidatsas, recognized
Cameahwait as her brother. After an emotional reunion, the negotiations proceeded
and Cameahwait agreed to sell the Corps the horses they needed.

The Shoshones were most concerned about securing guns in return. Lewis wrote
that Cameahwait told him, "If we had guns, we could live in the country of the
buffaloe and eat as our enimies do, and not be compelled to hide ourselves in these
mountains and live on roots and berries as the bear do."

Lewis pledged that upon the Corps' return to the East, "whitemen would come to
them with a number of guns and every other article necessary to their defence and
comfort."
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Nez Perce I dian
The Nez Perce Indians lived in scattered
villages in the Plains west of the Rocky
Mountains. About 4,000 in number, they were
excellent horsemen and owned the largest horse
herd on the continent. They fished for salmon
along the Clearwater and Snake rivers, and
harvested camas plants in mountain meadows.

Like their Shoshone neighbors, the Nez Perce
were without guns or ammunition. This left
them vulnerable to their enemies, who could
obtain weapons from Canadian traders, and it
threatened their ability to hunt buffalo. The Nez
Perce had heard about the expedition and had
looked for the Corps to bring them the guns
they needed.
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Every year, Nez Perce hunters would cross over The Scout

the difficult Bitterroot Mountains and hunt
buffalo. By late September 1805, the Corps of Discovery had completed the same
grueling passage by following the Lolo Trail used by the Nez Perce.

That month, three young Nez Perce boys
spotted Captain William Clark and a few men
approaching the cluster of Nez Perce lodges.
Clark and the men had pushed ahead of the
Corps to seek out the Nez Perce. The boys were
frightened and hid in the tall prairie grass, but
Clark found them and offered each a ribbon,
signaling that friendly visitors had arrived.

Many of the Nez Perce men were away on a
raid and would not return for two weeks. But
the Nez Perce were not frightened of the white
men and treated them to a filling meal of
buffalo, dried salmon, and camas bread.

The Indians told Clark about the route ahead.
Among those offering guidance was Twisted
Hair, a chief that Clark described as "a Cheerful
man with apparant siencerity."

Nez Perce Baby

Twisted Hair and other chiefs met for council with Clark and with Meriwether
Lewis, who had by then arrived with the rest of the Corps. Communication, even
signaling, was difficult because the Nez Perce spoke a notably different dialect
than many of the Indians to the east. The council was reduced to an exchange of
gifts, but both groups seemed satisfied.
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The Corps remained among the Nez Perce for several days preparing for the rest of
their journey. Twisted Hair and two of his sons helped Clark find good timber for
making canoes, and the captains traded goods for horses, which they temporarily
left in the Indians care.

On the Corps' returnjourney in May 1806, they returned to the lodges of the Nez
Perce to reclaim their horses and prepare to cross the mountains. While there,
Lewis and Clark engaged in a diplomatic exchange with Nez Perce chiefs. The
captains sought to establish trading posts and intertribal peace in the region. The
Nez Perce were willing to cooperate as long as the Corps provided guns and other
weaponry to the Nez Perce.

The Nez Perce camps granted timely refuge for the expedition. The Corps stayed
near the Indians from May to June, waiting for the snow to melt and render the
mountain passable. The Indians and the Corps members interacted often. In
exchange for a continual food supply, Clark frequently treated the Indians'
illnesses and diseases and became, as Lewis wrote, their "favorite phisician."
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WalaWa Indian
The Walla Wallas and their chief Yelleppit encountered Lewis and Clark for the
first time in early October of 1805. At the time, the expedition was rushing to
reach the Pacific Ocean, and refused Yelleppit's offer to stay with his people.
However, the Walla Walla chief did manage to exact a promise from the captains
to return to his village on their way back. When the Corps of Discovery re-entered
Walla Walla territory at the end of April 1806, Yelleppit again asked the
Americans to stop, and they did.

The Walla Wallas lived about 12 miles from the junction of the Snake and
Columbia rivers in present-day southern Washington. Some 15 lodges comprised
Yelleppit' s village, and the Walla Wallas, at their chief s instruction, welcomed the
Americans warmly. Relations between the two groups were simplified by the
presence of a Shoshone woman who the Walla Wallas had captured. She translated
Walla Walla to Shoshone for Sacagawea, opening the translation chain for the
Corps' interpreters.

Chief Yelleppit enjoyed the prestige of hosting his foreign visitors, yet also sought
to trade for the expedition's goods, especially items like kettles. To establish
goodwill with the Corps, Yelleppit awarded Clark with a white horse, and supplied
the rest of the expedition with firewood and roasted fish. In exchange, Yelleppit
received Clark's sword, 100 rounds of ammunition and some trade items.

When the Corps made their plans to depart known on their second day with the
Walla Wallas, Yelleppit enticed them to stay one additional night. In return for
their presence, the chief gave them horses, food, canoes and valuable information
for reaching their next destination, the camp of the Nez Perces. That evening, a
large party of Yakima Indians joined the Walla Wallas, and together, with the
Corps of Discovery, the Indians threw a rousing celebration. Altogether, the
attendants numbered in the hundreds, and all danced to the rhythms played on the
Walla Wallas' hide drums and rattles.
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Wi hr
In the early 18th century, from spring through fall, an almost unlimited amount of
salmon was available in the 12-mile stretch of the Columbia River later known as
the Dalles. Control of this fertile section of the Columbia was shared by the Wasco
Indians, who lived on the south bank, and the Wishrams, who occupied the north
side.

Nixluidix, meaning "trading place," was a Wishram village and a primary center of
the area's trade. When Lewis and Clark came to Nixluidix in October 1805, they
discovered 20 large wooden houses, each home to three Wishram families. The
expedition also found it had arrived near the end of an intense trading period that
had started in mid-April, From April through mid-October, salmon made their
upstream journey toward their spawning grounds, literally providing the Wishram
with mountains of fish. In his journal, Clark recorded a total of 107 stacks of
salmon, and estimated their total weight at over 10,000 pounds.

Indian tribes, among them the nearby Yakimas and more distant Walla Wallas and
Nez Perces, made their way to Nixluidix to trade goods for the bounty of Wishram
salmon. Locals brought meat, roots and berries, while tribes like the Nez Perces
traded animal skins, horses and buffalo meat. In return, the Wishram gave their
visitors dried salmon, which would keep for a long period of time and was an
excellent source of winter food. Interestingly, the Nixluidix trade meetings were
also a venue for intertribal socializing, gambling and meeting members of the
opposite sex.

Lewis and Clark stayed with the Wishram for a short time, and Patrick Gass, the
former carpenter, thought enough ofthe Wishram houses to note them positively in
his journal. The expedition did what it could to promote peace among the various
Indian tribes in the area, carrying out its ritual of presenting medals and gifts.
Before departing, the captains negotiated a peace agreement between the Nez
Perces and Wishram, a settlement that was celebrated that same evening in music
and dance.
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