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1800 with valuable information about the new frontier.
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Mandan ndian~
With their Hidatsa friends and neighbors, the
Mandan Indians lay at the center of trade along
the Upper Missouri River, inhabiting what is
now central North Dakota. At the time of Lewis
and Clark's arrival, they lived in two villages,
Matootonha and Rooptahee*. Matootonha was
located on the western bank of the Missouri,
while Rooptahee was directly north, on the
river's eastern bank. The Corps of Discovery
reached the Mandan villages in the fall of 1804
and stayed the winter in Fort Mandan, across
the river from Matootonha.
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In Mandan culture, the village was the focus of political, economic and ceremonial
activity. It represented a collective of households, all striving together to better
each family, clan and the village itself. A sacred cedar post stood at the center of
the Mandan village, symbolizing the tribe's primary cultural hero. The post was
surrounded by an open plaza, and at the north end of the plaza was the village's
primary medicine lodge. Forty or fifty additional lodges populated the plaza. The
more powerful a family was, or the more significant that family's ceremonial
duties were, the closer its lodge would be to the center. On average, 10 people
lived in each lodge. Throughout most of the year, the Mandans lived in these
permanent lodges. But in the winter, to avoid brutal storms, they constructed
temporary lodges in wooded, low-lying areas adjacent to the river.

In fields that surrounded the villages, the Mandans grew their harvests. Crops
included com, beans, squash and tobacco. When the fall came, a diversity of
Indian tribes and Europeans descended on the Mandan villages, bringing a rich and
varied assortment of goods. At the high point of trade, Crees, Cheyennes,
Assiniboins, Crows and even enemy Teton Sioux could be counted among the
attending delegations. Everything from meat products to horses to musical
instruments was exchanged for Mandan com.

When the Corps of Discovery entered their world in October 1804, the Mandans
seemed receptive to the goals of the expedition. Lewis and Clark's hope for a
Mandan peace with the Arikaras and plan to reside nearby for the winter months
were accepted and agreed to by the Mandan leaders. Still, in spite of peace talks
between the Arikaras and the Mandans that were orchestrated by the expedition,
conflict broke out again between the two tribes as winter approached.

In contrast, relations between the Mandans and the Corps were friendly throughout
the duration of the expedition's stay. The Mandans supplied the Americans with
food throughout the winter at their newly constructed home, Fort Mandan, in
exchange for a steady stream of trade goods. When food became scarce, members
of the Corps accompanied the Mandans on a buffalo hunt. Sheheke and Black Cat,
chiefs from Matootonha and Roohaptee, met often with Lewis and Clark, and the
Corps participated in a host of Mandan ceremonial rituals. As other tribes

http://www.pbs.org/lewisandclarkinativeJman.html 212612012



Lewis and Clark. Native Americans. Mandan Indians IPBS Page 2 of2

unfamiliar with black people had been before, the Mandans were mesmerized by
the color of York's skin, and attributed great spiritual power to him because of it.

Finally, when spring came, the Mandans bid the expedition farewell as the
Americans continued on their way.

*Mispronounced by Lewis and Clark, these villages now are known respectively as
Mitutanka and uptadi.
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Hidatsa villages were designed in a fashion
similar to their Mandan counterparts. Earth
lodges were clustered irregularly around a
central plaza, and were occupied for
approximately 7 to 12 years. A log wall
surrounded the village to protect it from
invaders. Mahawha was located at the meeting
of the Knife and Missouri rivers, and was home
to about 50 warriors. The next village to the
north, Metaharta, had about 50 lodges, but the
northernmost village, Menetarra, was the largest Hidatsa town, with nearly 450
warriors and 130 lodges.

Like the Mandans, the Hidatsas were actively involved in trade with their many
visitors. Hidatsa farmers grew com, tobacco, squash and beans, which they
exchanged for everything from meat products to horses. Unlike the Mandans,
however, the Hidatsas regularly sent war parties westward against the Shoshones
and Blackfeet. They did this not only for wealth, protection and revenge, but for
ritual reasons as well. For the Hidatsas, battle was the way that young men
established themselves as leaders in the tribe. The Hidatsas' fighting, among other
things, would prove to be at odds with the goals of the Lewis and Clark expedition.

During the expedition's October 1804-April 1805 stay at Fort Mandan, the
Mandans tried to monopolize trade with the Corps, who possessed valuable
manufactured goods. To keep the Hidatsas away from the fort, a number of
Mandans lied to their Indian neighbors that the Americans planned to raid the
Hidatsa villages. When Lewis travelled to the Hidatsa villages to dispel the false
rumors, the Hidatsas received him reluctantly. He tried to calm their fears, but did
not completely convince the Hidatsas of the Americans' goodwill. He exacted a
promise from the Hidatsa chiefs not to attack the Shoshones and Blackfeet, but a
young Hidatsa brave and his war party broke it almost immediately. Even after
Lewis' visit, the Hidatsas remained distanced from the expedition.

Still, the Hidatsas did provide the Corps with a number of benefits, including key
information about the route ahead. They also indirectly introduced Lewis and
Clark to the French trader Toussaint Charbonneau, and his wife, Sacagawea.
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Hidat a In .ian
In 1804, travelling northwest from the Mandan
village of Rooptahee, it was a short trip to
Mahawha, the first of three villages of the
neighboring Hidatsas. The Hidatsas, allies of the
Mandans, inhabited a stretch of the Knife River
in what later became central North Dakota.
Along with the Mandans, they formed the hub
of trade in the Upper Missouri region, attracting
a wide variety of Indian and European traders
each fall.
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Hidatsa Mother
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A iniboi Indians
The northeastern section of present-day Montana and the adjoining areas of Canada
were home to the Assiniboins, a tribe that once belonged to the Sioux nation. At the time
of Lewis and Clark, these regions had been claimed by the British. As a result, the
Assiniboins and the British had established a trading relationship. A tribe of hunters, the
Assiniboins exchanged dried meat for British guns, brass kettles and cloth.

But the British could not meet all of the Assiniboins' trading needs. So each fall, taking
their own goods and supplies obtained from the British, the Assiniboins headed south
for the villages of the Mandans. The Mandan villages were a hub for trade in the Upper
Missouri; Crow, Cheyenne, Cree, Assiniboin, and occasionally, Teton Sioux delegates
arrived to exchange guns, buffalo hides and horses for Mandan com.

In autumn 1804, the Assiniboins travelled to the Mandan villages and learned of the
presence of the Corps of Discovery. The Mandan chief Black Cat arranged for a chief
and several prominent men ofthe Assiniboins to meet with Lewis and Clark. Clark
awarded the Assiniboin chief with some ribbons, and the meeting went on without
incident.

During the next several days, however, a festival was held to iron out trade relations
between the Mandans, Hidatsas, Crees and Assiniboins. The Assiniboin representatives
mocked the Mandans' developing friendship with the expedition. New trade between the
Mandans and Americans, the Assiniboins threatened, could result in military retaliation.
When the festival had ended, Black Cat told Lewis and Clark about the Assiniboin
challenge. Clark noted in his journal on November 18, 1804, "The Ossiniboins &c. have
the trade ofthose nations in their power and treat them badly, as the Soux does the
Ricarees."

When spring came in 1805, the Corps of Discovery departed Fort Mandan, heading
west. Lewis and Clark were well aware ofthe Assiniboin bands that hunted the coming
stretch of the Missouri, and were eager to avoid them. Throughout the month of April,
the expedition found signs of the Assiniboins - tracks, empty camps and abandoned
rafts - and constantly feared an encounter. But that encounter never came.
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The Blackfeet were regular commerce partners with
Canadian-based British merchants, and in their
frequent visits to trading posts, the Indians exchanged
wolf and beaver pelts for guns, ammunition and
alcohol. This relationship had lasted more than 20
years, and during that time, the Blackfeet - armed with guns - had been able to dominate
their Nez Perce and Shoshone rivals.

Eight Blackfeet warriors encountered Meriwether Lewis and a party ofthe Corps of
Discovery in July 1806. After their initial fears of the armed strangers had subsided, the
Indians decided to camp with the Americans. During this first day and night, Lewis
explained the United States' intent to bring about a comprehensive peace between all the
Indian tribes ofthe west. He went on to add that the Shoshones and Nez Perces - mortal
enemies ofthe Blackfeet - had already agreed to this peace, and would be receiving guns
and supplies because of it.

Lewis and Clark. Native Americans. Blackfeet Indians I PBS
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Blackf t Indians
Fifty years before Lewis and Clark, the Blackfeet
Indians had a reputation of being hospitable to
Europeans, who occasionally even wintered with the
tribe. By 1806, however, the world inhabited by the
Blackfeet in present-day northern Montana had grown
increasingly complex.

To the Blackfeet, American plans represented a direct threat. As far as the Indians were
concerned, giving guns to their adversaries only could result in a weakening of Blackfeet
power. That night, the Blackfeet attempted to steal the expedition's guns. Their plans
went awry, and in the chaos that ensued, Lewis and Reuben Field each killed a Blackfeet
warrior. The incident marked the first act of bloodshed between the western Indians and
representatives of the United States.

Blackfoot Village

The surviving Blackfeet returned to their tribe, and communicated what they had learned
of America's goals for the region. From that point forward, the Blackfeet regarded the
Americans with hostility, and acted toward them similarly. Ironically, in the years that
followed, Blackfeet war parties would be responsible for the deaths of three former
members of the Corps of Discovery.
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