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September 7, 1804
As we descended from this dome, we arrived at a spot, on the gradual descent of the hill,
nearly four acres in extent, and covered with small holes: these are the residence of a little
animal [prairie dog], called by the French petit chien (little dog), who sit erect near the
mouth, and make a whistling noise, but when alarmed take refuge in their holes. In order
to bring them out, we poured into one of the holes five barrels of water without filling it,
but we dislodged and caught the owner. After digging down another of the holes for six
feet, we found, on running a pole into it, that we

had not yet dug halfway to the bottom: we discovered, however, two frogs

in the hole, and near it we killed a dark rattlesnake, which had swallowed a small prairie
dog: we were also informed, though we never witnessed the fact, that a sort of lizard, and
a snake, live habitually with these animals. The petit chien are justly named, as they
resemble a small dog in some particulars, though they have also some points of similarity
to the squirrel. The head resembles the squirrel in every respect, except that the ear is
shorter, the taillike that of the ground-squirrel, the toe-nails are long, the fur is fine, and
the long hair is gray.

September 7, 1804
William Clark
... discovered a Village of Small animals that burrow in the grown (those animals are
Called by the french Petite Chien) Killed one and Caught one live by poreing a great
quantity of Water in his hole we attempted to dig to the beds of one of those animals, ...

... Contains great numbers of holes on the top of which those little animals Set erect make
a Whistleing noise and whin allarmed Step into their hole.
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Grizzly ear ncoun ers-
Selected Journa ntries

Westbound
Eastbound

Verry Large

n October 7,1804, at1he Moreau River, about 15 river-miles below present Mobridge, South
Dakota, the men noticed the first evidence ofthe presence of a grizzly. Clark wrote,

at the mouth of this river we Saw the Tracks of White bear
which was verry large.

Between this point and their last encounter with a grizzly on August 6, 1806, near today's Williston,
North Dakota, the total number sighted cannot be known. Forty-three were definitely killed, and an
unknown number were wounded.

At his Fort Clatsop desk, on February 16, 1806, Le1Nissummarized what he had leamed about the
grizzly's habitats.

The brown white or grizly bear arefound in the rocky
mountains in the timbered parts of it or Westerly side but
rarely; they are more common below the rocky Mountain on
the borders of the plains where there are copses of brush and
underwood near the watercouses. they are by no means as
plenty on this (the western] side of the rocky mountains as on
the other, nor do I believe that they arefound atall in the
woody country, which borders this coast as far in the
interior as the range of mountains which, pass the Columbia
(river) between the Great Falls and rapids of that river.

http://www.le.wis-clark_org!medialimages/griz-map,GIF 2/2512012



April 29, 1805
Meriwether Lewis
(Meeting with two bear)

... the other after my firing on him pursued me seventy or eighty yards, but fortunately
had b~en so badly wound~ that he was unable to pursue so closely as to prevent my
charging my gun; we again repeated our fir[e] and killed him .... it is a much more
furious and formidable anamal, and will frequently pursue the hunter when wounded. it
is asstonishing to see the wounds they will bear before they can be put to death. the
Indians may well fear this anamal equiped as they generally are with their bows and
arrows or indifferent fuzees, but in the hands of skillfull riflemen they are by no means
as formidable or dangerous as they have been represented ....

Journal Excerpts

May 5, 1805
Meriwether Lewis
(Wolf) ... we scracely see a gang of buff aloe without observing a parsel of those faithfull
shepherds on their skirts in readiness to take care of the mamed wounded ....

Capt. Clark and Drewyer killed the largest brown bear this evening which we have yet
seen. it was a most tremendious looking anamal, and extreemly hard to kill
notwithstanding he had five balls through his lungs and five others in various parts he
swam more than half the distance across the river to a sandbar, & it was at least twenty
minutes before he died; he did not attempt to attack, but fled and made the most
tremendous roaring from the moment he was shot. We had no means of weighing this
monster; ... this bear differs from the common black bear in several respects; it's tallons
are much longer and more flont, it's tale shorter, it's hair which is of a redish or bey
brown, is longer thicker and finer than that of the black bear; his liver lungs and heart are
much larger even in proportion with his size; the heart particularly was as large as that of
a large Ox. his maw was also ten times the size of black bear, and was filled with flesh
and fish.

The party killed two Elk and a Buffaloe today, and my dog caught a goat, ...

May 5,1805
William Clark
'" Killed the b~ar, which was verry large and a turrible looking animal, which we found
verry hard to kill we Shot ten Balls into him before we killed him & 5 of those Balls
through his lights This animal is the largest of the carnivorous kind I ever saw ...
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May 11,1805
Meriwether Lewis
About 5 P.M. my attention was struck by one of the party running at a distance towards us
and making signs and hollowing as if in distress, ... I now found that it was Bratton ... at
length he informed me ... below us he had shot a brown bear which immediately turned on
him and pursued him a considerable distance but he had wounded it so badly that it could
not overtake him; ... it was a monstrous beast, not quite so large as that we killed a few
days past but in all other rispects much the same ... we now found that Bratton had shot
him through the center of the lungs, notwithstanding which he had pursued him near half
a mile and had returned more than double that distance and with his tallons had prepared
himself a bed in the earth of about 2 feet deep and five long and was perfectly alive when
we found him which could not have been less than 2 hours after he received the wound;
these bear being so hard to die reather intimedates us all; I must confess that I do not like
the gentlemen and had reather fight two Indians than one bear;

A Frolick?

n June 28. 1805. at their camp at the upstream end of the portage around the falls of the
Missouri. Lewis complained:

The White bear have become so troublesome to us that I do
not think it prudent to send one man alone on an errand of
any kind, particularly where he has to pass through the
brush. we have seen two of them on the large Island opposi te
to us today but are so much engaged that we could not spare
the time to hunt them, but will make afrolick: of it when the
party return and drive themfrom these islands. they come
close arround our camp every night but have never yet
ventured to attack us and our dog gives us timely notice of
their visits, he keeps constantly padroling all night. I have
made the men sleep with their arms by them as usual for fear
of accedents.

No wonder! The bears were then at the height of their spring feast. and the Corps of Discovery was
sleeping on their banquet table.

-------------------------------------------------

http://www.1ewisclark.netljournalslindex3.html
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Mistaken Identity

n August 6, 1806, near present WiHiston, North Dakota, the men saw their last grizzly. Clark
reported it:

This morning a very large Bear of white Specis, discovered
usfloating in the water and takeing us, as I prosume to be
Buffalow imediately plunged into the river and prosued us. I
directed the men to be Still. this animal Came within about
40 yards of us, and tacked about. weallfired into him
without killing him, and the wind So high that we could not
pursue hi[m), by which means he made his escape to the
Shore badly wounded.

Clark had seen dead buffalo floating downstream, drowned as the herd forded the river above.

--Joseh Mussu/man, 1999

http://www.lewis-clark.orgicontenticontent-article.asp?ArticleID=894 2/25/2012
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Bison Along the Trail-
Selected Journal Entries

CWestbound
_Eastbound

First Sign
On June 6, 1804, near Boonville, Missouri, William ctal1c remal1ced simply, 'Some buffalow Sign to
day." Hoofprints and dung, perhaps.

On June 28, in the vicinity of present-day Kansas City, they finally caught sight of some, but it was to be
another two months before they would get close enough to shoot one.

.>:
------------~----------------------------~

May 4,1805
Meriwether Lewis
I saw immence quantities of buff aloe in every direction, also some Elk deer and goats;
having an abundance of meat on hand I passed them without firing on them; they are
extreemly gentle the bull buffaloe particularly will scarcely give way to you. I passed
several in the open plain within fifty paces, they viewed me for a moment as something
novel and then very unconcernedly continued to feed.

Joseph Fields was very sick today with the disentary had a high fever I gave him a doze of
Glauber salts, which operated very well, in the evening his fever abated and I gave him 30
drops oflaudnum.

---------------------------~

http://www .lewis-c1ark.org/media/images/bison _map. GIF 2125/2012



Journal Excerpts

April 25, 1805
Meriwether Lewis
the buffaloe Elk and Antelope are so gentle that we pass near them
while feeding, without apearing to excite any alarm among them;
and when we attract their attention, they frequently approach us
more nearly to discover what we are, and in some instances pursue
us a considerable distance apparenly with that view.

May 9,1805
Meriwether Lewis
This stream (if such it can properly be termed) we called Big dry river .... Charbono calls
the boudin (poudingue) blanc, ... this white pudding we all esteem one of the greatest del
[ic]acies of the forrest, ...

we saw a great quantity of game today particularly of Elk and Buffaloe, the latter are now
so gentle that the men frequently throw sticks and stones at them in order to drive them
out of the way .... the river for several days has been as wide as it is generally near it's
mouth, tho' it is much shallower or I should begin to dispair of ever reaching it's source; ...
the water also appears to become clearer, it has changed it's complexin very considerably.
I begin to feel extreemly anxious to get in view of the rocky mountains.

http://www.lewisclark.netljournals/index3.html
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Moos Meeting

Barton's choice might have eliminated the confusion, but it didn't stick. Only snobs and wildlife
biologists refer to an "elk" as a wapiti. The conservation organization responsible for increasing and
protecting "elk" habitats in the U.S. does not call itself the "Rocky Mountain wapiti Foundation." No real
"elk" hunter would ask another, "Didja getcher wapiti yet?" .../----------~~--~~-------------~

'Rleubin Field wounded a moos deer this moming near our camp," Lewis wrote on July 7,
~1806, adding, "my dog much worried." The Corps of Discovery encountered this species
only one other time during the entire expedition. That was in northeastem Montana on May 10,
1805, when, according to Joe V\lhitehouse, the hunters claimed to have seen "some Moose
deer, which they said was considerably larger than the common deer." This has been
interpreted as meaning they probably had seen mule deer, but that is open to question, as the
synonomy below might suggest There is just on other joumal reference to moose being in the
same vicinity as the Corps, as when a Nez Perce informant told the captains there was "a
plenty of Moos" over on the Salmon River southeast of Camp Chopunnish. Also, Clark found
reason to mention "moos" and "Mose" three times in his descriptions of the resources of Indian
tribes living in the Missouri River basin.

On t e Trail of a ame
From Elk to Deer to Moose

V\lhile the Corps of Discovery's hunters _re out shooting "elk." one of Meriwether Lewis's mentors,
Benjamin Smith Barton, proposed a new name for the "elk" of America. "As the Elk has not to my
knowledge been described by any systematic writer on Zoology, I have assumed the liberty of giving it
a SpecifICname." Barton wrote in the Scientific Monthly in 1806. He dubbed it "Wapiti, which is the
name by which it is known among the Shawnees or Shawnese Indians." This was suitably descriptive.
It means "white rump," and is true of the American elk but not the European elk, which is to say, the
moose.


