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The Lewis and Ctark expedition left a camp near St. Louis in 1804. journeyed up the Missouri RIver. and

crossed the Rocky Mountains. The explorers reached the Pacific coast in 1805. They returned to Sf. Louis in
1800 with valuable information about the new frontier.
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Tillamook Indian
At the time of Lewis and Clark, the land on the northwest Oregon coast was home
to the Tillamook Indians. The Tillamooks lived in a series of towns starting at the
mouth of the Necanicum River and continuing southward to Tillamook Bay. As it
turned out, the Tillamook village ofNecost would be the southernmost point
reached by the Corps of Discovery on the Oregon coast.

The Tillamooks' primary encounter with the expedition came in January 1806. A
large whale washed ashore on the beach near Necost, and the Tillamooks were
quick to make use of the creature. They sliced off chunks of blubber, piled them in
a wooden trough, and cooked out the oil, saving it for later. The blubber was kept
for food.

After the Corps heard about the whale, Clark led a party south from the
expedition's winter residence at Fort Clatsop to trade for blubber. Thirty-five miles
and two days later, when Clark reached the beach, he found that the Tillamooks
had stripped the whale to the bones. The Indians bargained with him for the
blubber, and in exchange for 300 pounds and some oil, the Tillamooks received
some trade goods.

http://www. pbs.org/lewisandclark/native/til.htrnl 2/26/2012
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C a 0 Indian
In 1805, the northwest tip of what is now
Oregon was inhabited by the Clatsop Indians.
The tribe consisted of about four hundred
people, and occupied three villages on the
southern side of the Columbia river. Like their
neighbors, the Chinooks, the Clatsops were a
flourishing people, and enjoyed plentiful
amounts offish and fur. They had few enemies,
and fought few wars.
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On the Shores of the Nootka
Coboway, chief of one of the villages, was the
only Clastop leader to make recorded contact with the Corps of Discovery. On
December 12, 1805, Coboway visited the expedition at Fort Clatsop, which was
still under construction. He exchanged some goods, including a sea otter pelt, for
fishhooks and a small bag of Shoshone tobacco. Over the rest of the winter,
Coboway would be a frequent and welcome vistor to Fort Clatsop.

The Clatsops also aided the Corps both in preparing for and dealing with the
Northwest winter. They informed Lewis and Clark that there was a good amount of
elk on the south side of the Columbia, information that influenced the Corps to
build Fort Clatsop where they did. When the expedition's food supplies were
running low, the Clatsops informed the Corps that a whale had washed ashore
some miles to the south.

Relations between the Clatsops and the expedition went well through the duration
ofthe Americans' stay. The only negative incident between the two groups - the
expedition's theft of a Clatsop canoe - was concealed from the Clatsops. At the
expedition's departure from Fort Clatsop on March 22, 1806, Lewis wrote in his
journal that Coboway "has been much more kind an[d] hospitable to us than any
other indian in this neighbourhood." Because of his friendship with the expedition,
Coboway was left Fort Clatsop and all its furniture by Lewis and Clark.

http://www .pbs.org/lewisandclark/native/cla.html 2126/2012
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Chinoo I •tan
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Short in stature, the Chinooks also were
characterized by flat foreheads and pointed
craniums. William Clark wrote of their attire: "all go litely dressed ware nothing
below the waist in the coldest weather, a pice of fur around their bodies and a short
robe composes the sum total of their dress, except a fiew hats, and beads about
their necks arms and lets."

Along the Columbia

In late 1805, as the Corps of Discovery began to make its way down the Columbia
River after crossing the Rocky Mountains, they were told by the Nez Perce Indians
that the Chinooks living down the river had a different culture and language than
anything the Corps had encountered. The Nez Perce chiefs also warned the
captains of a rumor that the Chinooks intended to kill the Americans when the
expedition arrived. Clark, however, commented, "as we are at all times & places
on our guard, [we] are under no greater apprehention than is common."

The Chinooks were accustomed to European goods and white traders, so their first
encounters with the expedition were peaceful. On October 26, 1805, two Chinook
chiefs and several men came to the expedition's camp to offer gifts of deer meat
and root bread cakes. The captains responded by presenting the chiefs with medals
and the men with trinkets. Other Chinook villages along the banks of the river
offered similar receptions to the Americans as they approached the Pacific Ocean
and the mouth ofthe Columbia River.

During these encounters, however, the Corps struggled with what Clark termed
"the protection of our Stores from thieft." This became such a problem with the
Chinooks in the area that the captains had to restrain some of the men from
instigating fights with the Indians. As Clark noted, "it [is] necessary at this time to
treat those people verry friendly & ingratiate our Selves with them, to insure us a
kind & friendly reception on our return."

The Chinooks on the Upper Columbia were a factor in the Corps' decision of
where to spend the winter of 1806. Wary of their neighbors and mindful of the
more plentiful game to the south, the Corps decided to spend the winter on the
south side of the river, where the Clatsops lived, rather than on the north bank
among the lower Chinookan bands.

During their stay at Fort Clatsop, the Corps depended on the local Indians for food.
But the Chinooks and the Clatsops charged what Lewis and Clark considered
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The Chinook Indians, relatives to the Clatsop
tribe, lived in the Northwest along the banks of
the Columbia River and the coast of the Pacific
Ocean. The Chinooks were superb canoe
builders and navigators, masterful traders,
skillful fishermen and planters. They lived in
large wooden plank houses and slept on reed
mats over raised boards.

http://www.pbs.orgllewisandclarklnative/chi.html
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unreasonable prices, and the captains were unhappy with this practice, along with
the thefts. Visits by the Chinooks to Fort Clatsop were limited, and the Indians
were not allowed to stay in the fort overnight. Both captains' journals noted low
opinions of the Chinookan customs and appearance.

Lewis met with one of the Chinook chiefs, who blamed the trouble on a select few
and reassured the captain that on the whole, his village wished for peace. After the
meeting, Lewis wrote, "I hope that the friendly interposition of this chief may
prevent our being compelled to use some violence with these people; our men
seem well disposed to kill a few of them."

Tensions were eased only temporarily, however, when a couple of weeks later
some Chinooks further up the river stole a saddle and a robe from the Corps. After
Lewis ordered a search of the village, the stolen goods were found, and the Corps
passed the falls of The Dalles and returned to Nez Perce country without having
fired at a native.

http://www .pbs.org/lewisandclark/native/chi.html 2/26/2012


