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American Revolution

Research and Power Point Presentation

For Mrs. Tator’s and Mrs. Krajeski’s Classes

The following are directions for the research and power point presentation for Mrs. Tator’s Social Studies, and Mrs. Krajeski’s English classes.  There are specific directions for the research portion and for the presentation.  PLEASE READ AND FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS CAREFULLY!!!  If you have any questions please ask Mrs. Tator, Mrs. Krajeski, or Ms. Bayzon for help.  THIS IS AN IN CLASS ASSIGNMENT.  We will be working on this for 5 days, December 12th-December 16th. YOU HAVE 420 minutes to complete this assignment, which is almost 7 1/2 hours.  USE YOUR TIME WISELY!!!!  THIS COUNTS FOR 100 POINTS IN ENGLISH AND SOCIAL STUDIES!!!

RESEARCH

You will be creating questions in class before you go to research.   Mrs. Tator/Mrs. Krajeski will approve them before going to learn about the databases.  You will be meeting with Ms. Bayzon for the FIRST part of class on December 12th.  Ms. Bayzon is going to give a presentation on how to use the Databases available through the school website.  She is also going to give you a website that will create your Bibliography.  You should bring a piece of paper and pen or pencil to take notes.

The second portion of class will be devoted to researching your topic that has been approved by Mrs. Tator.  You may use the computers in the library, or the books that have been provided by Ms. Bayzon.  At this point you should take notes on your topic.  Notes and Bibliography will count toward both the Social Studies and English portion of the grade.

NOTES
Using the computer software, Inspiration, you will input the information you gathered on the note cards.  This software will help you focus the information and put it into Outline form.  This will be printed out and turned into Mrs. Krajeski and Mrs. Tator for a grade.

How to use Inspiration:
Step 1:  Sign into a school computer

Step 2:  Go to the Start Menu and scroll to Programs.  Find the Inspiration Software link.

Step 3:  Once in the Inspiration Software you will have a green circle that says Main Idea.  It is highlighted in purple.  Just start typing in your main topic.  For Example:  Battle of Saratoga.

Step 4:  Once you have this completed go to the top left hand side of the page.  You will see a symbol that looks like a fire bolt/lightening and says Rapid Fire.  Click on this.  In the green Circle where you typed your main idea you will see a red fire bolt.  Once you see this symbol type in the main information about your topic, people, places, dates, where the event took place, why.  

For Example:  The Battle of Saratoga took place on September 1777. Then hit enter.  You would see another circle with the information you just typed pop up and be connected to your main topic.  Then you continue to type in the same circle you have been typing in.  Next, you might type: General Burgoyne was the general on the British side. Then again click enter and you will see another circle pop up.  Do this for all of the main information for your topic.

Step 5:  Once you have the main information in place go to the top left hand side of the page and you will see an icon that says Outline, click on that and you will find the information you typed is in Outline form.  This will be what you will eventually print out for Mrs. Krajeski.  To get back to the Diagram page click on the same icon you had clicked on to get to the outline page, this time it will say Diagram.

Step 6:  To add information to your subtopics go to the circle with the subtopic and click inside the circle then click the Rapid-fire icon and type in the information. Remember to hit enter after each thought.

Bibliography
You should have notes on how to do the bibliography.  Ms. Bayzon gave you the website and information during her presentation.  This is part of both the Social Studies and English portion of your grade.

Power Point
Students will be working in the Computer Lab with the Inspiration Software and on the Power Point.  Point Presentation will be given in class on December 15th and 16th.  At that time all materials, bibliography, Power Point, and the outline will need to be submitted to the O: Drive in the Class Folder with your NAME AND the TOPIC.

Plagiarism 
If you plagiarize you will receive a ZERO on this project.  If you have questions you need to see Mrs. Tator, Mrs. Krajeski or Ms. Bayzon.
· Plagiarism is described as “a piece of writing that has been copied from someone else and is presented as being your own work 

· the act of plagiarizing; taking someone's words or ideas as if they were your own

The above definitions were taken from wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn  
So for example if I were to try and say the above was my own work by just changing the word “presented” to the word “shown” it is STILL CONSIDERED PLAGIARISM!!!  I would have to change the definition to something like… “Plagiarism is when someone takes something from like an encyclopedia and then copies it directly and tries to say it is their own words when really it is someone else’s words.”  So now I read both definitions, took something from both, and then put it in my own words.
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American Revolution

Research and Power Point Presentation

For Mrs. Tator’s and Mrs. Krajeski’s Classes

Grading Rubric

ELA
Outline:

· Expresses the Main

Idea clearly

· Organized Information

· Relevant Information

/20
Regarding the topic

Research Questions:
· Organized/ well developed

· Relevant in encouraging

research on the topic will be

accurate/to make a clear

and well developed 

presentation



/20
Bibliography:

· Correct form is used

· At least 4 sources (text) 
     and then additional sources 

     for pictures. 

      


      
/10



· One source was a book

TOTAL


/100
Social Studies
Research Information:

· Expresses the Main

Idea clearly

· Clearly understands the topic by type of research questions and research collected

· Organized Information

· Relevant Information


Regarding the topic for 
specific time period







/30
Effort:

· Student showed an effort

with research of topic

· Student shows effort with 

/20
trying different power 

point tools to enhance 

presentation.
